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VISION OF MARY 'ANYBODY'S GUESS' - Whether or not the Virgin Mary appears in
Cold Spring, Ky., on Aug. 31 as an unnamed visionary predicted is "anybody's guess," says
Brother William M. Fackovec, librarian at the University of Dayton's Marian Library, the
world's largest and most comprehensive collection of printed materials about Mary. In his
opinion, the hoopla surrounding the predicted apparition "is totally contrary to the way Our
Lady acts. She's very discreet," says Fackovec. "The best thing to do is be very cautious.
There have been all kinds of apparitions of Our Lady, especially in our time. Many of them
prove to be not true. There were a number of bogus apparitions after Lourdes, and all of
them were disproved." He calls the appointed time of midnight "a convenient time for
mystery."
Should the apparition seem to take place, Fackovec says the bishop could appoint a
commission to study the phenomenon, a process that could take months or years. If the
commission finds the phenomenon has inspired piety or devotion or that it has credence, it
could recommend that it be accepted on terms of "human faith," meaning no one is obliged to
accept it as part of his or her faith. "You don't pin your faith on something like this," says
Fackovec. "It's best to look at this with squinted eyes, to take it with a whole ton of salt."
Call Brother William Fackovec, S.M., at (513) 229-4253.

BATTLE OF THE SEXES II- Tennis stars Martina Navratilova and Jimmy Connors are
set to square off in Las Vegas next month in what's being billed as a rematch of the Billy
Jean King-Bobby Riggs match. Lloyd Laubach, associate professor of health, physical
education and sports science, says that if Martina wins as King did, it doesn't mean women
can compete on an even basis with men. ''There are several studies that compare the
physiological parameters of men to the physiological parameters of women," Laubach says.
And generally, the studies conclude men have the edge in speed and upper body strength, two
key components in the game of tennis.
"What happens is physiologically women carry more body fat than men," Laubach
says. Even lean Martina probably comes in second to Connors when it comes to lean body
mass, he says. Some studies suggest women are catching up to men in some areas of sports,
but Laubach isn't ready to place a bet on either Martina or Jimmy. Given the scientific
evidence, "if they played 100 matches, Connors would probably win 75 of them," Laubach
says. But as for who has the mental edge, Laubach says, that will be determined on the
court.
Call Lloyd Laubach at (513) 229-4205.
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